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Governor’s Ball
When: June 7-9
Where: New York, N.Y.
Tickets: $95 for 1-day pass
Lineup: Kanye West, Animal Collective and Guns n’ Roses
Rivaling Coachella as the best music festival held on a U.S. coast, it’s 
no surprise that a city like New York would hold one of the biggest, 
most diverse fests in the country. Held at Randall’s Island Park in the 
East River near Manhattan makes it convenient for anyone vacatio-
ning or interning in NYC this summer. You get the best of both 
worlds with the Manhattan skyline and plenty of open grassy areas 
and shade. 
Bonnaroo
When: June 13-16
Where: Manchester, Tenn.
Tickets: $269 for 4-day pass
Lineup: R. Kelly, Paul McCartney, Mumford & Sons and Wilco
is legendary festival is held annually on a 700-acre farm in central 
Tennessee. e name Bonnaroo is French slang for “a good time” 
and for good reason. Be prepared to endure the inevitably sweaty 
conditions and close quarters as there are typically 100,000 
attendees, and it continues growing every year.
Firefly
When: June 21-23
Where: Dover, Del.
Tickets: $258 for 3-day pass
Lineup: Red Hot Chili Peppers, Vampire Weekend, Foster the 
People and Grizzly Bear
ough 2012 was the inaugural year of Firey, it was deemed a huge 
success. e festival is held within the e Woodlands of Dover 
International Speedway, so guests can enjoy a lush, wooded 
backdrop while watching their favorite bands play.
80/35
When: July 5-6
Where: Des Moines, Iowa
Tickets: $50 for 2-day pass
Lineup: David Byrne & St. Vincent, Yeasayer
80/35 oers multiple free stages featuring local and regional 
acts, perfect for any broke college student on a budget. 
However, the main stage, where the big name shows are, is for 
ticket-holders only. Lining the festival are streets lled with 
local food, drink and art vendors. Since the festival brings more 
than just music to Des Moines, you can nd every avor of 
person here—from half-naked hula-hooping women to your 
dad’s best friend from high school.
Outside Lands
When: August 9-11
Where: San Francisco, Calif.
Tickets: No information yet, typically $250
Rumored Lineup: Alt-J, e Lumineers, Phoenix and Vampire Weekend
Outside Lands, is held annually at San Francisco’s famous Golden Gate 
Park. If you prefer milder weather or want to avoid the mud and sweat 
that comes with Bonnaroo, Outside Lands has you covered. e festival 
also provides an eco-friendly atmosphere. Some of its green initiatives 
include a rellable water bottle station, a solar-powered stage and a 
recycling program.
Kanrocksas
When: June 28-29
Where: Kansas City, Kan.
Tickets: $190 for 2-day pass
Lineup: MGMT, Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Empire of the 
Sun, Grouplove and Baauer
Kanrocksas began in 2011 and after a hiatus in 2012 
for renovations, it’s back at the Kansas Speedway 
this year. Although the festival is relatively new, it 
attracts an impressive lineup on par with some of 
the big-name festivals on the map. Kanrocksas is 
two days, perfect for a short weekend road trip, and 
camping is only $25 per tent.
Hangout 
When: May 17-19
Where: Gulf Shores, Ala.
Tickets: $229 for 3-day pass
Lineup: Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers, Slightly Stoopid, e Shins 
and Stevie Wonder
Hangout is recognized as the rst major music festival to be held on 
a beach. Typically attracting a crowd of nearly 30,000, it’s essentially 
one big beach party. Imagine jamming out to your favorite band, 
surrounded by palm trees, with the white sand squishing between 
your toes.
Every summer brings a huge list of music festivals, each a jam-packed weekend full of 
your favorite artists and a slew of new bands and experiences. Whether you’ll be back 
home, working in a cool city or stuck in Ames, there is a music festival nearby or cool 
enough to warrant a weekend road trip. We’ve done all the dirty work for you and made a 
list of some of the best festivals in the country, so pick one, gather your friends and go.
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